A simple modification of Hepatest (Wellcome Reagents) is described, which lends itself to the rapid large-scale screening of blood donors. The technique uses 4 ul of HBsAb coated turkey cells , and Terasaki plates (Hopkins and Das, 1973) , in contrast to the 25 ,ul used in the microtitre tray technique.
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This results in a considerable saving on the cost of reagents, the cost per test being reduced to 16% of the cost of the recommended method. In our hands, this modification is as convenient to use as the manual microtitre tray technique.
Positive sera from the screen test are also tested for non-specificity using horse IgG coated turkey control cells. The false positive screen test rate has been reduced by the adoption of a modified buffer containing turkey serum. (Dane, 1974) . All of the 45 sera were positive by RIA, and only 40 were detectable by immunoelectro-osmophoresis (LEOP) at this centre.
Materials
Titrations of six known HBsAg positive sera were also performed, and parallel testing showed that the Terasaki plate technique is at least as sensitive as the recommended method, and, as previously described, passive haemagglutination is much more sensitive than IEOP and closely approaches the sensitivity of RIA (Christie et al, 1974) .
The angle of the plate on the inclined plate stand was varied from 150 to 500 from the horizontal. Interpretation of the result, with a clear distinction between positive and negative reactions, was found to be easiest at 25°to 300.
As in the microtitre tray technique, the results may be read after 30 minutes, but the interpretation is easier after 60 minutes.
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